SCIENCE NEWS

EARTH: SEASONS

SHIFTING
SUNLIGHT

he town of Rjukan, Norway, doesn't get any sunlight for
six months out of the year. But the city’s dark days may
be ending. The town is installing a system of mirrors
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or sun-tracking devices. “It's been a challenging project in a very
remote location,” says project manager Olav Hale. He looks forward
to watching the sunlight stream in after the official opening this fall.

(o /)

—Stephanie Warren
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BIOLOGY: CLASSIFICATION

CUTE NEW
CREATURE

ay hello to the olinguito. At 0.9 kilograms (2 pounds), it's the
smallest member of the raccoon family. It's also the first new
carnivore species to be discovered in North or South America
in 35 years.
People knew the animal existed—it had lived in zoos and
even been catalogued by museums. But scientists had mistaken it for a
different species until they took a closer look.
“It's remarkable that today, with so much technology and environmental
degradation, there are still big surprises like the olinguito to discover,”
says Miguel Pinto, who studies mammals at the American Museum of

Natural History in New York City. —Jennifer Abbasi
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